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“Its  not what we have in life but who 

we have in life that matters” 

September 17, 2021 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season of Creation I 

Greetings from Nasese! With this year’s Theme ‘A home    for All - Renewing the 

Oikos of God’ Save our Earth, it is our Responsibility!!!  The Archbishop who is 

passionate about Laudato Si, Climate Change and the Care for the Earth has 

encouraged all of us to get involved with this Season in whatever way we can – and 

to encourage participation on the part of people in the parishes (even in Covid 

times). He gave a very clear concise video message when he launched the season on 

the day itself. It was well received and widely published and shared by many others 

on social media channels.  

The Priests and Staff here at the central house live streamed Mass at mid-day with 

the same theme ‘A home for all – renewing the Oikos of God’  

It was a special day for us here on that morning too as the New JPIC Co-Ordinator, 

Tevita Naikasowalu, introduced himself at Mass, giving us a brief history of his 

background – being educated in St Bede’s College Savarekareka (which the 

Columbans were very involved in setting up) and his final year (Form 7) was done 

in Xavier College Ba. He comes to us from the Archdiocesan Caritas – Fiji Team – 

who have been very active in visitation and the distribution of food and sanitary 

packs to communities and parishes that have been isolated because of Covid 

infections.  

He has met other members of the JPIC Oceania team on Zoom as well as Amy 

Echeverria, the Society JPIC Co-Ordinator. He was featured on the Close-Up 

programme FBC on Sunday Night where he gave some airing to the Columbans and 

their work in the area of JPIC in Fiji.: 
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Columban Fiji Zoom Assembly – 24th August 2021 I 

Since we couldn’t have our usual Fiji Country Assembly in July as proposed – we 

decided to have a short Zoom Meeting in August. It was our 1st effort and Thank 

Good the internet held out for us. 

The Assembly started off with sharing on “Doing Mission in a time of Pandemic” 

by Frs Carlo Jung and Aminiasi Ravuwai (Holy Family Parish, Labasa), Fr. 

Teakare and was later joined by Fr. Pat Colgan (Christ the King Parish, Ba) and 

Vitalina Vukinagauna (Mission Office).  

The importance for us to be familiar with Social Media was presented by Fr John 

McEvoy. 

Fr. Frank Hoare gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on ‘Vos Estis Lux Mundi’. 

This is a document from Rome two years ago – which while adhering to all other 

aspects of Child Safeguarding, and the reporting of abuse cases, puts the 

obligation and accountability on the shoulders of Cardinals, Bishops, and 

Religious Leaders to report any cases of abuse or cover up. 

Barbara Malimali (our Child Protection Officer) had us discuss a case study 

relating to Child abuse and protection. The final session of the day she presented 

to us on PowerPoint ‘The Importance of Planning Ahead’. It is vital that everyone 

has made their Will (renewed every 3 year). Then she insisted on the need for us 

to have a Living Will and Power of Attorney. (Full report sent out). 
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A few of the Fiji Columban participants attending the Zoom Assembly 
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Our Seminarians – Loyola School of Theology, Manila and PRS 
Suva for 3rd Semester: 

 

Ratu Pio Daurewa and Francis Xavier (Ex FMA) started their studies for the new 

year in Loyola School of Theology, Manila via Zoom on 26th August. 

Orientation for the now 5 students at the Formation House was held on Saturday 

28th Aug. 

Pio Tuari from Rabi and Matang from Kiripati (two prospective students) joined 

the orientation via zoom and are now doing their Propaedeutic Term at PRS via 

Zoom.   

Elia Poasa and Paula Suka resumed classes for the 3rd term at PRS via zoom 

studying Theology. 

Ietawa Naaiti continued on with his Philosophy studies at PRS. 

The Students at our Formation House live streamed the Hindi Mass on the 

Archdiocese Facebook Page on Sunday 4th Sept. Fr. Frank Hoare was the 

Celebrant. It was a very impressive celebration and was watched by over 900 

people. The entire Mass (hymns and readings etc) was in Hindi. And not a single 

Indo Fijian present!!!!!! 

On Saturday 11th September the Students at the Formation House will host a 

Come and See weekend by Zoom. Once again, a first time for such a Come and 

See meeting by Zoom. It will be interesting to see how this will go down. 
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Seminarians whilst on their study break, went hiking up Mount Korobaba from left; Ietawa Naati, 

tour guide, Paula Suka, Ratu Pio Daureqa, Francis Xavier and Elia Poasa 

 Fr. Frank Hoare celebrates Hindi Mass at Formation House with the Seminarians  
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Climate Change threatening the world, especially the Pacific Islands.  

On Tuesday August 17th at 7.00pm, a zoom meeting took place with 8 different 

Religious Groups on above theme. 

The Suva IRD Committee members gave in their suggestions and planned to 

work together to awaken our leaders and community members to the need for 

the urgent actions to protect our world and all its people. Suggestions made: 

1. Backyard and container gardening. 2. Stories and poems about effect of 

climate change. 3. Video making about effect of climate change and upload 

on social media. 4. Children under 12yrs also to do pot plant gardening upload 

photos (competition- prize giving) 5. Creative banners to be made and displayed 

outside homes, temples, mosques, and churches to highlight climate change due 

to climate warming – with COP 26 due to take place in Glasgow in Nov 2021. 

A follow up meeting took place on Thursday 2nd September 2021 at 7.30pm. 

There 3rd zoom session will take place on Sept 22nd at 7.00 pm, a webinar for 

youths of all Religion on the climate emergency and the need to protect God’s 

creation. This will include: The showing of a BBC film on "Climate Change the 

facts" and 3-minute creative presentations by youths from different 

Religions.  “what our religion says about protecting creation”.  It can consist of: a 

key scripture passage, bhajan, mime, dance, poem, photos. Members can also 

collect stories about the effects of Climate Change on particular communities. 

 

 

• Advantages of a Newsletter 

• Add Value to Your Newsletter 
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Tertiary Level Fiji National University Catholic Students 

They meet with Frank Hoare and Vitalina on a regular basis via Zoom. At their 

meeting on the 29th September, they discussed a variety of activities they can do 

for the Season of Creation. Their meeting on the 7th Sept – is a webinar on climate  

Daily Posting on the Fiji Columban Page  

Vitalina is still working from home – still posting on Fiji Columban Page – 

reflections and prayers and other important Columban events like Anniversaries 

and Birthdays. Kyaw Zaw and John McEvoy have put together 2 short videos on 

the flowers and plants as well as what is growing in our garden & posted them on 

Fiji Columban page at the starting of the season of Creation.  

The link to The Annual Report of Oceana has also been posted on this page: 

https://bit.ly/3h89Eir?

fbclid=IwAR1hgYiOiqNcUtbVs6H-

rlVT25ptalXzB5RVadJSkXqjR0aRUx_7yNbRrUQ  

 

 

 

 

IRD Coordinator 

Priscila Magdalin 

Communications 
Coordinator 

Vitalina Vukinagauna 
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Parish Small Christian Community Leadership Training Course 
by Zoom  

22nd and 29th August 

The Archdiocesan Evangelization Commission organized a Renewal Workshop for 

Parish SCC leaders as part of the Archdiocesan Plan. Because of the COVID-19 

restrictions a planned SCC leadership course was conducted via zoom. This was 

held on successive Sundays, August 22nd and August 29th. Fr. Frank 

Archdiocesan Vicar for Evangelization facilitated the training with two (2) 

presenters assisting him (Vama Mausio – St Pius X Parish, Raiwaqa, Joana 

Turaganiwai – Sacred Heart Cathedral Parish, Suva). There were around 60 

participants who registered for this training, unfortunately due to internet 

connections in some areas, only 36 participants were able to join the training. This 

was the first such training course by Zoom in the Archdiocese which was hosted 

from the Columban Central House, Nasese. 
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Lay Mission House Report—Naanise Mounga (LM 
Coordinator) 

Sainiana Tamatawalu, Marjorie and Nani all recovered 

from a mild form of Covid 19. Sai returned to the USA 

on the July 13th. but was appointed to the CLMLT in 

Hong Kong with Vida and Fr Brian Vale. We 

congratulate you on your new appointment Sai and 

wish the new incoming Lay Missionary Leadership 

Team abundant success in the future.   

Marjorie Engcoy finally gets a flight to the Philippines via the USA on 7th Sept. 

Kyaw Zaw who tried to get to Manila 6 weeks ago but was turned back will be on 

the same flight. 

Naanise started her English class at Alliance De Frances, Suva language school 

on the 10th August. It will go on until 14th October; 1 hour twice a week for 20 

hours - face to face.  At the same time, she is also taking some courses online in 

Leadership Management, how to handle stress and depressions.  Nani is also 

preparing for her midterm review on October.  

During this time of lockdown, she continues to join online webinar on Laudato 

Si, CLM zoom meetings, Columban Oceania Mass and updating, Columban Fiji 

Assembly and other Columban activities online. She is also having meetings 

online with those who may be interested in joining the Columban Lay 

From left: Kyaw Zaw Fr. Donal Mcilraith, Marjorie Engcoy and Fr. J.J Ryan at 

Central House, Nasese. 
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More Zoom Encounters 

Yet another welcome endeavour at the present time is:  

The monthly Mass organised by our young Fijian Priests and Lay Missionaries 

abroad. It is very life giving and there is great excitement talking to each other 

before and after the Mass. The 1st Mass was celebrated by Fr Iowane Gukibau 

from Peru and last months Mass was celebrated by Fr Pat Visanti in Pakistan. 

Fr Martin Koroiciri supplied the music from Chile and the readings were done 

by the LMs in the Philippines (Really amazing). Lani Tamatawalu in the 

Philippines would seem to be the chief technician for these Masses. Thank you, 

Lani, for sending us the link. 

 

Our Columban students from Myanmar  

Organised a special prayer service the on the 29th June for their country after 

the terrible political upheaval there. Kyaw Zaw and Francis Xavier (Ex FMA 

Students here in Fiji and from Myanmar played an important part in that zoom 

prayer service.  

 

Columban Lay Missionaries  

Organised a special zoom prayer service – on the 31st Aug. to mark the handing 

over from the outgoing LM leadership team in Hong Kong of Kevin, Vida and 

Kata to the new incoming LM leadership team of Vida, Sai and Fr Brian Vale.  

 

Columban Society World Wide Prayer Service  

On the 1st Sept was to initiate the Season of Creation 2021. Columbans from all 

our mission countries took part. Carlo Jung presented from here and talked 

about the suffering endured by the people of Labasa and Vanua Levu because 

of Cyclone Yasa and Ana. Some 95 Columbans joined in this Prayer Service by 

Zoom. 

 

Climate Change and Care for the Earth our Common Home 

Let us be mindful in our prayers, the forthcoming two important meetings of 

World Leaders and other concerned personnel: COP 15 on Biodiversity in 

Kunming in China and COP 26 in Glasgow in November.  Serious actions on 

both Biodiversity and Climate Change are needed, otherwise future generations 

will pay a heavy price. 
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The Present Covid Situation in Oceania 

As we send this out today, Fiji now has 197 new cases of COVID-19 .  

97.5 percent of people living in Fiji have received their first vaccination, whereby 

63 percent have received their second vaccination. 

There have been 544 deaths since the new outbreak in April. We are 

also keenly aware of the new Covid cases in NSW and Victoria in Australia and 

Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch, NZ who are also on lockdown presently. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viti Levu containment zones lifted 

The containment boarders in Viti Levu have been lifted at 4am today, 17th 

September with domestic travel now open for the whole of Viti Levu. 

Public Service vehicles can operate with 70% Capacity. 

Social gathering indoor with 20 people can be done. 30 people outdoor gathering 

is allowed!  

From 4th October, all work places, universities, gyms, places of worship, hotels, 

cinemas, restaurants, and etc can open to only fully vaccinated people. 

Vaccination check tool will be used to confirm if one is vaccinated or not. 

Medical officials assisting the public  in getting vaccinated 

Police Officers monitoring traffic 
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Bereavements:  

Vilikesa Iakobo a long-time member of the Columban 

Companions, was laid to rest at his own village in 

Dogoru (Holy Family Parish, Labasa) yesterday. 

Vilikesa married Filomena in 2004 and they have a 

son. He met Filomena at the procession of our lady of 

Fatima. Vilikesa is a hardworking and faithful 

servant. He first registered as a companion in 2001. 

He served as community leader of the St Christopher 

community, Dogoru and member of the Holy Family 

pastoral council for two terms. As member of the 

CCIM he involves himself in evangelisation and fundraising. He has attended Social 

Justice workshop in Holy Family and one in Suva. He was a strong supporter of the CCIM, 

marriage encounter movement, St Vincent de Paul and the Marian movement. He only 

talks with his action. 

 

 

Mariana Naidole, from Nakoroboya, but originally from the 

Mataqali Navakadevo, Vatukaloko, Draunivi , Ra. She was 

married to Isake Amoka of the Mataqali Navakadevo, 

Nakoroboya.  Both have been Columban Companions.  They 

live in Namau, Ba. (Christ the King Parish). They have nine 

children, six boys and 3 girls. Mariana, is the mother of one of 

our Columban seminarian, Iowane Naio who is studying in 

Manila, Philippines. Mariana was called to rest at around 

10am on Monday 13th September, 2021 after a long illness. 

Mariana was be laid to rest on Thurdsday 16th September in 

Namau, Ba. 

 

Bernadette Neinoka Ratu, aged 74 of Varoko, Ba. Bernadette 

hails from the chiefly household- Nawavuso, Yaqeta, Yasawa.  

She was a teacher who pursued her studies at Corpus Christi 

Teachers College and later USP. She taught with some 

Columbans in Namosi , Nabala, Vudibasoga, Lomary, Bemana 

and  Xavier College. Bernadette was a Columban Companion in 

her younger years.  She passed away at her residence in Varoko 

on early Saturday morning, 11th September after a long illness. 

She has only one sister Adi Varanisese  Lubi whom she stayed 

with till her death. She was laid to rest on Wednesday 15th 

September at the Ba Catholic Cemetery in Varoko. 

 

We thank God for the life of our Columban Companions, those who journeyed with us in 

mission here in Fiji.   May God grant them everlasting peace in heaven. 

 

Our Thoughts, Prayers and Greetings  

To you Fr. Iowane, in Peru, Fr. Martin and Fr. Vincent in Chile, Fr. Pat Visanti in Pakistan, 

Fr Taaremon in Taiwan, Fr. Felisiano in Australia, Mosese, Naio and Saula in Manila, 

Lanieta, Latai and Mereani in Cagayan, Sophia and Ling in Britain, Fr. Willie in Kiribati, 

Sainiana in Hong Kona and Fr. Napa in Tonga May the Good Lord protect and keep you all 

safe – wherever you are on Mission presently.   
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THE REALITY IN FIJI TODAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 The Fiji Times dated 15/09/21 

New JPIC Co-Ordinator, Tevita Naikasowalu introduces himself to the office staff of 
Central House 

The Fiji Times dated 14/09/21 

Forthcoming Regional Events:  

Review of the Structures put in place here in the Region of Oceania nearly two years 

ago. General Council wants this review to be completed by Easter 2022. Trevor Trotter, 

Regional Director wishes us to have as wide a consultation as possible – in each of the 

three countries for a start before the final report will be put together by the Regional 

Council for submission to Hong Kong. To start the process Trevor and I will have a 

Zoom meeting with the appointed fascinator, Peter Cranko, on Thursday 8th Sept and 

work out a possible process forward. It is likely we will need another Country Gathering 

Assembly sometime in mid-November.  

 
Budget Submissions for the next 3 years: Maha – new Business Manager, Ocean-

ia wishes us to start somewhat earlier this year with readying our budgets. Our budgets 

must be aligned to our Strategic Plan. 

She would like us to have our 1st Draft ready by Nov – and approved by our Country 

Teams before Christmas and then the Regional Council Meeting to accept and pass the 

budget and ready it for submission to HK at the Regional Council Meeting in Jan 2022.    


